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ABSTRACT 

 
Sea cucumbers are one of the aquatic organisms potential for cultivation. Selection of appropriate 

location is the initial stage to support the success of cultivation of sea cucumbers. This study was conducted in 
March 2017 in the waters of Hatta Island, Banda Neira, Maluku Province. This study aims to map suitable 
marine areas for the cultivation of sea cucumbers (Holothuria sp.). Data collection is conducted by survey 
method, by observing environmental parameters, socio-infrastructure, and limiting factors. The observed data 
is then processed using a multi-criteria spatial analysis. The result of spatial analysis shows that of the total 
potential area (256 Ha) in Hatta Island waters, the area belonging to the most suitable category is 58.92 Ha, 
suitable category is 92.23 Ha, suitable is 32.70 Ha and the not suitable category is 37.95 Ha. The area 
categorized as limiting factor is 34.21 Ha, which consists of tourism sites and protected areas. The results of 
this study can be used as a reference by the Regional Government for the preparation of regional spatial plans, 
especially in the waters of Hatta Island, Banda Neira as the area of Aquaculture and Tourism. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Sea cucumbers are one of the sea products with significant economic value of the Hatta Island. Sea 
cucumbers in Hatta Island are collected through traditional fishing activities. Excessive utilization by simply 
expecting natural stock recovery causes the low availability of sea cucumber in nature. To avoid the scarcity of 
sea cucumbers, farming activities must be done [1]. The waters of Hatta Island have a flat water area of 256 Ha 
which is potential for cultivation activities with the technique of kurungan tancap. 

 
One aspect to consider in starting the cultivation of sea cucumbers is the suitability of the area to be 

used. The cultivation area should meet water quality standards for organisms to live there, free from pollution, 
safe, and easy for marketing the cultivated products. This study aims to analyze the carrying capacity of the 
waters and to identify the level of land suitability to determine the extent of waters that can be utilized for the 
cultivation of sea cucumbers in the waters of Hatta Island, Banda Neira, Maluku. To determine water suitability 
is done by Spatial Multi Criteria Analysis (SMCA). SMCA serves to assist policy makers in selecting several 
alternatives of simulation model results available on a priority scale [2]. Spatial integration of multiple 
analytical criteria in the context of geographic information systems is helpful in the decision making process 
[3].  

 
The results of this study are expected to provide an overview of the suitability level of Hatta Island 

Waters in connection with the determination of the location as a cultivation area of sea cucumbers. 
 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 

Study Site 
 

This study was conducted in the waters of Hatta Island which is part of the waters of Banda Sea. The 
study sites were located between 4o36’ LS dan 130o01’ – 130o03’ BT (Figure 1). 

 
Figure 1: Samplings at the Study Site 

 

 
 
Data Identification 
 

The suitability of area for the cultivation of sea cucumbers in the waters of Hatta Island is prepared 
based on a hierarchical model [4]. The hierarchical model divides the entire criterion into a more specific part 
(parameter) with the ultimate goal of final output (Goal) [5]. The land suitability classification in this study is 
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based on environmental and social-infrastructure criteria. The criteria consist of the eight main parameters to 
be identified. The parameters are grouped as both supporting and limiting factors [6]. 

 
Supporting factors are environmental and socio-infrastructure parameters that have an effect on the 

success of sea cucumber cultivation, while limiting factor is the specific condition limiting in the field or 
location that cannot be used for cultivation activities [7]. In this study, the so-called limiting factors are waters 
that have been utilized as coastal tourist areas and protected areas. 

 
The main data used in this study include field survey data, maps, and satellite data. Data collection 

was conducted in March 2017. The sampling point distribution was designed using purposive sampling 
approach, based on the consideration of equality of water character, ease, efficiency of time and cost based on 
initial interpretation of research location [8]. Environmental data collected include salinity, water temperature, 
dissolved oxygen, water depth and substrate type [9]. The measurement of social-infrastructure data includes 
the distance from the sampling point to the residential location [10], and the distance from the sampling point 
to the port [11]. Flow chart of suitability of cultivation area is presented in Figure 2. The value of point of 
measurement result in the field is converted to area (polygon) through interpolation process using Inverse 
Distance Weighted [12], so it can be used in spatial analysis. 

 
Figure 2: Flow chart of suitability of cultivation area of sea cucumbers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Scoring and Weighting 
 

Scoring for land suitability in this study used a score system of 1-4 [13]. The figure 4 means very 
suitable and 1 means not feasible for the cultivation of sea cucumbers. Scores of each criterion are determined 
based on their suitability to the cultivation of sea cucumbers. 

 
The weights of each criterion are determined using the analytical hierarchy process (AHP) as the 

decision support system [14]. The importance of each criterion is based on the results of the questionnaire 
given to the experts and the literature study. Weight calculation is done by using Expert Choice 11 software. 
After all score and weight are determined, the next step is to conduct a spatial analysis of the suitability of the 
area. 
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Table 1: The Results of Scoring and Weighting of Each Parameter Based on the Suitability of the Cultivation 
Area 

 
Parameter Criteria Score Weight Score 

Salinity(0/00) 
 

33-35 
30-32 
24-29 

<24. >35 

7 
5 
3 
1 

1 7 
5 
3 
1 

Temperature (0C) 
 

26-31.6 
23-35 
20-22 

<20. >31.6 

7 
5 
3 
1 

1 
 

7 
5 
3 
1 

DO (Mg/l) 
 
 
 
Depth (m) 
 
 
Substrate 
 
 
 
 
Distance to residential areas 

(m) 
 
Distance to the port (m) 

6-8 
4-5 
2-3 

<2. >8 
1-1.5 

0.7-0.9 
0.5-0.6 

<0.5 dan >1.5 
Pasir & pecahan karang 

Pasir 
Pasir & lumpur 

Lumpur 
<1000 

1000-2000 
2000-3000 

>3000 
>1000 

700-1000 
500-700 

<500 

7 
5 
3 
1 
7 
5 
3 
1 
7 
 

5 
3 
1 
7 
5 
3 
1 
7 
5 
3 
1 

1 
 
 
 

4 
 
 

 
2 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 

1 

7 
5 
3 
1 

28 
20 
12 
4 

14 
 

10 
6 
2 

28 
20 
12 
4 
7 
5 
3 
1 

Source: Wulandari et al., 2016; Nayak et al. 2014; Radiarta et al., 2012; Hossain et al., 2009. 
 

Overlay Analysis 
 

After obtaining the weight and scores of each criterion, an overlay analysis is then performed to 
combine information from the environmental and social-infrastructure maps. The final result of the overlay 
analysis is the land suitability map of the cultivation area of sea cucumbers in the waters of Hatta Island, Banda 
Neira, Maluku. 

 
Class of Suitability 
 

The following formula is used to determine the total score: 

 
In which: 
N = Total score 
Ʃbi = Weigt on each criterion  
Si = Score on each criterion 

 
To determine the class suitability of the cultivation area, the following formulas are used: 
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Here are the class intervals resulted from the calculation using the above formula: 
 

Table 2: Class Interval on the Suitability of Cultivation Area and Weight 
 

Weight Suitability Level Range of Scores 

4 
3 
2 
1 

Very suitable 
Suitable 

Quite Suitable 
Not Suitable 

83-94 
71-82 
59-70 
47-58 

 
Note: 
4 Very suitable: ideal for the cultivation of sea cucumbers. 
3 Suitable: the location can be used for the cultivation of sea cucumbers with little cost and time. 
2 Quite suitable: the location can be used for cultivation of sea cucumber, but requires rather big energy, 

cost, and time. 
1 Not suitable: the location can be used for cultivation of sea cucumber, but requires big energy, cost, and 

time. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Parameters observed in this study are parameters related to the condition of a location to be used as 
cultivation area of sea cucumbers. In general, the cultivation of sea cucumbers is done in shallow water areas 
with a kurungan tancap system. 

 
Observations of environmental parameters, social-infrastructure and limiting factors were carried out 

for approximately one month. Parameter measurements were performed in situ by spreading 21 sampling 
points representing all shallow waters in the waters of Hatta Island. The results of further measurements are 
compared with the quality standards and conformity classes of each parameter. 
 
Suitability of Sea Cucumber Cultivation Area Based on Environmental Parameters 
 

Observation of environmental parameters including salinity, temperature, dissolved oxygen, water 
depth, and substrate type was done from 08.00-16.00 of the local time. The parameter values of aquatic 
environment were analyzed using Geographic Information System (GIS) method, which produced a thematic 
map of suitability of the cultivation area based on environmental parameters. 

 
The interpolation result of the environment parameter shows 4 classes of suitability from blue to red. 

Blue describes the very suitable location, while red represents an unsuitable location for cultivation of sea 
cucumbers. The suitability class is determined based on the class interval, among others: very suitable to the 
value of 51-58, suitable to the value of 42-50, quite suitable to the value of 33-41, and not suitable to the value 
of 24-32. Based on the results of spatial analysis using geographic information system, then the area with very 
suitable category of 101.39 Ha, suitable of 48.84 Ha, quite suitable of 11.61 Ha, and not suitable of 24.21 Ha. 
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Figure 3: Suitability Map of Sea Cucumber Cultivation Area Based on Environmental Parameters 
 

 
 
 
Suitability of Sea Cucumber Cultivation Area Based on Social-Infrastructure Parameters 

 
Social-infrastructure criteria covering distance to residential and proximity to the port; these two 

factors can directly affect the cultivation of sea cucumbers in the waters of Hatta Island. The location of 
cultivation close to the residential area will facilitate the monitoring activities of cultivated organisms so that it 
is safe from theft and destruction and is easier in terms of labor supply [15]. In contrast, the location of sea 
cucumber cultivation should not be adjacent to the port, because the high activity in the port produces a lot of 
waste in the form of oil, garbage, and other industrial wastes derived from ships or industrial activities at the 
port. Distance of cultivation location to port area should be not less than 1000 meter [3]. 

 
The result of interpolation of social-infrastructure data shows that the area that is very suitable for 

the cultivation of sea cucumber is 118.39 Ha with a class interval of 29-35. The suitable area is 103.40 Ha with 
a class interval of 22-28. The quite suitable area is 27.56 Ha with a class interval of 15-21. 
 

Figure 4: Suitability Map of Sea Cucumber Cultivation Area Based on Social-Infrastructure Parameters 
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Limiting Factors 
 

Coastal areas have diverse characteristics and can be accessed by everyone. This causes coastal areas 
to face various issues including the one related to spatial planning [16]. Land used as a cultivation area of sea 
cucumbers should not be used as a fishing ground, shipping lanes, or tourism areas [17]. 

 
Based on the survey results in the waters of Hatta Island, the area has been used as tourism area 

(beach and diving). The location is located on the coast of Kampung Lama to Tanjung Polo with an area of 
24.21 Ha. In addition, the people of Hatta Island have local wisdom for the utilization of water resources in 
Hatta Island, known as sasi. Based on the customary rules, there are territorial waters serving as a protected 
area. Protected areas are areas with coral reefs for spawning various species of reef fish and Lola (Truchus 
niloticus). The area of land used as a protected area is 10 Ha (Figure 5). The protected areas and the tourism 
area are categorized as limiting factors for the cultivation of sea cucumbers in the waters of Hatta Island. 

 
Suitability for Sea Cucumber Cultivation  
 

The result of combining all parameters from environmental criteria, socio-infrastructure and limiting 
factor with overlay technique, then the suitability map for the cultivation of sea cucumbers in the waters of 
Hatta Island could be made(Figure 5). Of the total potential land area for the cultivation of sea cucumbers (256 
Ha), the very suitable category is 58.92 Ha, the suitable category is 92.23 Ha, the quite suitable category is 
32.70 Ha, and the unsuitable category for cultivation of sea cucumber is 37.95 Ha. The extent of land 
categorized as limiting factor is 34.21 Ha which consists of tourism and protected areas. 

 
Locations with very suitable category are generally supported by excellent water and environmental 

conditions, as well as adequate social and infrastructure conditions. Locations with very suitable categories are 
concentrated in the Kampung Baru waters area to Batu Lubang, Batu Rumah, Pasir Palipi, and Batu Legeng. 
Unsuitable locations are affected by insufficient environmental conditions and social-infrastructure. Conditions 
of the waters are too deep and open, which directly opposite the Banda Sea causing the waters are not 
suitable for cultivation of sea cucumbers. Unsuitable locations are in the location of the waters of Tanjung 
Butun to Batu Goyang waters. 
 

Figure 5: Suitability Map for Sea Cucumber Cultivation in Hatta Island, Banda Neira, Maluku. 
 

 
 

 



ISSN: 0975-8585 
 

July–August  2017  RJPBCS  8(4)  Page No. 298 

CONCLUSION 
 

The result of measurement of environmental parameters, social-infrastructure, and limiting factor in 
Hatta Island waters shows that the water quality condition is very suitable for the cultivation of sea cucumber, 
but the water depth and substrate type at some locations are not in accordance with the land suitability value, 
so it is not recommended to be used as location of cultivation. It is expected that the results of this study can 
provide input to the Regional Government of Central Maluku as a reference for the preparation of Regional 
Spatial Planning, especially in the waters of Hatta Island as aquaculture and marine tourism in Banda Neira 
Islands. 
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